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Ten years ago I drove into downtown Lexington with all of Baptist Seminary of Kentucky in the back seat of my Taurus.  Having been a pastor for 29 years, this was a calling to a new venture.  My official starting date was September 1, 2001, just ten days before 9/11.  I still remember how I felt…ready to pursue a vision for a new school while not clear about all the details; excited about the anticipated beginning but expecting challenges; uncertain of the future, yet believing in the providence of God.

Let me mention a few memories with the promise to share more details later.
On the occasion of my 10th anniversary, a close friend and fellow member on the Committee that envisioned and started Baptist Seminary of Kentucky wrote me a congratulatory note in which he said: “What dreamers we were!”  We almost talked that dream to death, but we launched a new Baptist seminary in Kentucky after six years of conversations, prayer, and work.  Seeing something that did not exist previously come into existence and then develop over these last ten years has provided a feeling of great joy.

During my first year as president, someone suggested that this first year would be my best year ever.  After all, there were no students, faculty, or staff.  Turns out they were wrong.  There have been plenty of challenges/headaches.  And yet, witnessing the spiritual formation of students as well as knowing the difference they have made and are making as ministers of the Gospel makes this part of God’s work especially fulfilling.  Working alongside faculty and staff who are passionate about their roles in creating this marvelous learning environment for authentic theological education has been a privilege.  Trustees and Friends of BSK have supported us with prayers, networking and finances, allowing us to accomplish our purpose which is…

“to prepare men and women, sensing God’s leadership, for life and ministry in faithful witness to Jesus Christ in the church and the world.”

Thanks be to God!

