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Starting a new seminary ten years ago was both exciting and challenging.  After six years of conversation by the founding Committee for Baptist Seminary of Kentucky, we launched the Seminary.  My first official day was September 1, 2001.  This turned out to be an inauspicious time to begin.  The tragic events of 9/11 followed and etched themselves into the psyche of our nation.  Although 9/11 unified us for a period of time, one fall-out was the deepening of an economic downturn.  Unfortunately, the impact was felt for several years at BSK as elsewhere.
Among the early tests for BSK was the absence of sufficient funds in the bank for the first year’s operational needs.  This was scary but thankfully a quick response of cash and promises for additional funds enabled the Seminary to have the financial resources necessary for a solid first year and reserves to begin a second year.
One early gift of $10,000, along with a promise of $40,000 more, came from the Kentucky Baptist Fellowship (KBF).  The Coordinating Council of KBF, with the strong endorsement of Coordinator, Dr. John Lepper, voted in August 2001 to support the beginning of BSK and put their money where their vote was with a total of $50,000 from the KBF’s (at that time sizeable) reserve funds.  This was given over a relatively short period of time.  What a generous affirmation!

Also very helpful prior to and during the beginning was the in-kind gift of marketing assistance by the Louisville firm, Stith-Atkinson.  The good work of Pat Peterson and others in that firm provided quality visual presentations of who we were.  
One critical piece in the early stages was the location for BSK.  In 2001Calvary Baptist Church (Lexington KY) offered the wonderful gift of office/classroom space and gracious support.  Following the leadership of their pastor, Dr. Robert Baker, also an original Trustee at BSK, Calvary Baptist became the initial site for this new venture of faith.  It was an appropriate place for the beginning of a new seminary focused on preparing ministers of the Gospel for churches.  (More on support from churches another time.)
Reviewing some of the early blessings reminds me of the faithfulness of God and the commitment of friends of Baptist Seminary of Kentucky.  

